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CAPSTONE SEMINAR IN COMMUNICATION

Communication 396 (section 701)

Winter 2006

Room: Levan 407

Meeting Time: MWF 9:40 to 10:40 a.m.

Dr. S. Thiel

Assistant Professor

Office: SAC 576

Phone: 773-325-7659

Email: sthiel1@depaul.edu (do not send to sthiel@depaul.edu -- that is another professor!) 

Office hours: Mon. and Wed., 10:45 to 12:15, and by appointment.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course fulfills your senior year requirement of the Liberal Studies Core.  It is taught by the Communication Department for its majors, but you will receive Liberal Studies credit rather than Communication credit.  The purpose of this course is to provide a transition between undergraduate education and either the world of work or movement into a professional or graduate program and to link communication skills, knowledge, and competencies with liberal arts and sciences as you contemplate major issues facing our society.  Students will be asked to reflect upon these issues, drawing from not only the readings but also your undergraduate education at DePaul, both in liberal arts and the major.  Students will select the topics/themes for the second half of the quarter.  Finally, students will have the opportunity to create and complete a senior project of your choice.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

This course is designed to allow you, the student, to reflect on the learning derived from your undergraduate education (liberal studies, major, and minor) in order to reach theory-based conclusions about self-identity, social relationships, liberal education, and future directions.  Thinking abilities (analysis, synthesis, critical thinking, and evaluation), discussion abilities, written competencies, interdisciplinary connections, disciplinary learning, ethical issues, and theoretical applications also serve as underpinnings to both course content and pedagogy.

The objectives are as follows:

1. Students will identify sources that were meaningful in your educational formation, and dialogue with others about their impact and significance, including multicultural perspectives.
2. You will utilize skills in close reading, analysis, critical thinking, writing, and small group communication in a senior experience that nurtures cross-disciplinary appreciation, and independent synthesis.
3. You will structure and complete a learning activity deemed personally significant, and thereby, clarify the connection between course studies, critical and creative thinking, and life applications.
4. You will demonstrate presentational competencies through this capstone project.
COURSE ORGANIZATION

This course is a seminar in which we all read selected materials and discuss them and their relevance to our lives.  For discussion to be rich and fruitful, it is imperative to read the assignments carefully and contemplate questions and comments about them, drawing not only from the readings but connecting them to individual lives and experiences as well as expectations and hopes for the future after graduation from DePaul.  This material for the course is chosen partially by the instructor and is consistent with all other capstone courses in the Communication Department, but the bulk of the material is chosen by you, the students. You will be responsible for identifying themes and working in groups to select the materials and facilitate discussions of the readings for three weeks of the course. Each theme-related group will plan the class for the two days their topic is scheduled and lead the activities and discussions.  At the same time, students should be working outside of class on their final senior  projects, which you will present in the final class sessions.

REQUIRED READINGS

There is a required reading packet you must purchase from me that includes the readings for the instructor-driven sessions.  

You will receive individual handouts (or be asked to get them online through Blackboard) for the readings that your peers assign in class.

GRADES AND ASSIGNMENTS

There are four graded aspects to this course, which are weighted as follows:

Participation (including quizzes) =





150
Reflection Essays (2 @ 15% each)=





300
Course Leadership (your group’s night) = 




200
Senior Project (including proposal (5%), presentation (5%), and final 

product (25%) = 







350










1000 pts
Participation

To receive full credit for participation, you must attend the entire class and come prepared to discuss the readings cogently and comprehensively.  Also, you must demonstrate that you have completed and contemplated the readings by bringing to class clarification and discussion questions that arise from the readings, relevant/interesting quotes with which you strongly agree or disagree from the readings, and thoughtful insights to how what we are reading relates to your education, current events, and our future lives. You will lose participation points for being absent or late, leaving early, coming unprepared, being silent, or failing to bring comments and questions about the readings to class.  

Quizzes

Quizzes will be held at various times throughout the quarter on the readings.  Any points lost on the quizzes will be subtracted from your total participation points.  When group presentation evenings occur, each group will be responsible to create a quiz on their readings and provide me with a key to the quiz for grading purposes.

Reflection Essays

After completing the readings and discussions in weeks two and three, you will write two 3-5 page essays that respond to the readings and discussions on the value of liberal education, critical thinking and moral intelligence.  These essays should do several of the following: 1) Pull from the readings and discussion to situate your commentary; 2) Pull from previous coursework in liberal studies and communication to frame your response; 3) Identify conflicting arguments or information from the readings and outline your own well-explained stand on these issues; 4) Respond to and criticize the readings; 5) Take a theoretical perspective for your commentary, and finally, 6) State how information from the section might influence your career goals and choices.  What I am really looking for is that you have engaged the readings and the topics in thoughtful, profound ways.

Your essays should include a bibliography and in-text citations for all information and quotes used from the articles.

Course Leadership (Group Work)

Each student will join one of three groups who will be responsible for one entire class period in the second half of the quarter.  Students will select the three topics to be covered and join one group during the first day of class.  Groups may not divide up a huge topic and have six or seven different presenters – i.e., have everyone do their own thing.  Rather, the night should be thematic and smooth.

The responsibilities of the group will be to plan the three-hour class period:

1. Your group will select the readings (from 30-40 pages) and any other material or activity to be used that evening.  All material that needs to be reproduced for the students or ordered for the class must be okayed by me and brought to my office at least one week before the class is set to discuss them.
2. Confirm that students did the readings by developing a quiz for the class to take (and provide me with a key for the quiz with which to grade it).

3. Lead the discussions and/or exercises appropriate to the topic.  Here the team has two primary objectives: to stimulate class discussion in such a way that many students participate, and to direct the discussion in such a way that students learn how the readings are tied together and linked to the topic at hand.  BEWARE: Do not simply lecture about the material to the class.

4. Evaluate yourself and people within your group.  My own and your classmates’ evaluations of the group presentation will be added to the grades you generate.

NOTE: Each group has the right to kick out a non-participating member.  Any member kicked off their group automatically loses the points for this group project, i.e., 20% of your total grade.  The group should exercise EVERY means possible for getting the group member to do his/her part.  In the event that the individual still does not participate, the group should speak with me before kicking out the member.

I am more than happy to work with your groups if you would like my input.

5. You will turn in a written agenda and analysis of the readings.  Write and type a 3-5 page (double-spaced) report.  Analysis: Do not simply summarize the reading materials, but indicate why you chose them (connections to liberal studies, communication, and the topic) and provide your own critical thinking and in-depth analysis of the readings.  Agenda: Create an agenda for leading the class discussion.  Be specific in describing what you will say to the class, the questions you will ask, and your procedures for conducting any activities.  BEWARE: Do not just list what you plan to do, but provide a rationale for each step of your group’s presentation

Senior Project

This course provides the opportunity for you to select a project you would like to complete prior to graduation -- preferably something that represents your scholarly work and knowledge obtained in your studies at DePaul and/or something that could  help you land your first job or assist you in gaining admittance to graduate school. This project is individualized and has few guidelines beyond your interest and do-ability.  For example, it can be a traditional research paper or senior thesis, a radio show, a journalistic series of articles, original research, a substantive revision of a paper/video you wish to submit with an application to graduate school, a performance, a future job related product, writing or compiling and revising your creative works such as poetry or fiction, etc, and placing them into a professional portfolio format.  (Depending on the topic, I may need to suggest you work with another professor in Communication to guide you.)  You should start thinking about this senior project immediately. 
You must submit a project proposal to me on Jan. 23 so that we can discuss your plans in our individual meetings in Weeks 4 and 5. If you would like to discuss the project before you write the proposal -- or if you don't have a clue about what you would like to do and want some guidance -- please make an appointment with me or stop by my office hours so that we can discuss it.
Your proposal should clearly state what you intend to do, what your sources and data are, or if it is a creative project, an outline of your goals and a description of the product.  All proposals are due the Monday prior to our first round of individual proposal meetings (Jan. 23) by 5:00 p.m. either in my mailbox in SAC 577 (LPC campus) or as an email attachment sent to sthiel1@depaul.edu.  Note: If you are sending this assignment per email attachment and do not receive email confirmation from me that I received it, do not assume that I have it.  It is your responsibility to follow up and make sure I received it.  
Finally, you will complete the project, present it formally to the class, and hand it in to me.  Each step of this process will contribute to its grade as follows: 

proposal = 5%, presentation to class = 5%, senior project product = 25%.

Further guidelines: If you choose to rework a previous project, e.g., revise a paper for graduate school or reedit/revise a film you’ve made, then you must present the original along with the proposal and state in the proposal the types of changes you intend to make.  If you choose to create a performance as your senior project, it must be at least five minutes in length and contain original material or a series of thematically-similar materials from authors.  Your proposal will need to specify the details clearly.  If you hope to use a product from another current class to fulfill this requirement, you must put me in contact with the other professor, so we can discuss how to expand the product in ways that fulfill requirements in two classes. If you do not do this, it could be considered plagiarism and you will fail the course.
Writing Guidelines

All written work should be typed, double-spaced, paginated, and free of spelling and grammatical errors.  Please include a title page that contains your name, the date, the assignment, and any other information you feel compelled to include.  You need to use appropriate in-text citations (e.g., for APA Smith & Jones, 2004, p. 120 – when quoting; just author and year when giving credit) and provide a complete bibliography for any work cited – list authors in edited texts separately.  I prefer the APA style, but you may use MLA if you so choose – choose one and stay consistent.  Failure to follow these guidelines will result in a loss of grade value of the assignment.

COURSE POLICIES
Handing in Assignments: All assignments must be handed in hard copy in class on the due date assigned.  No email or other electronic submissions will be accepted unless otherwise noted.

Late Assignments: In-class assignments cannot be made up.  I will accept other assignments at a penalty of 10 points per weekday, not class day, (on a 100 point scale) up to one week after the due date.  The penalty will be applied after the assignment has been graded (e.g., if a student receives a 90 on an assignment but has handed it in one day late, 10 points will be removed from the score, leaving a final grade of 80). This means, if your assignment was due on a Tuesday and you hand it in Wednesday, I will take off 10 points from the grade you receive on the paper.  If you hand it in on Friday, I will take of 20 points from the grade you receive on the paper, etc.  If you simply do not submit an assignment, you will receive a zero (0) for that grade.  No extra credit work.

Cheating and plagiarism:
DePaul’s academic integrity policy can be found at http://studentaffairs.depaul.edu/homehandbook.html
Academic integrity entails absolute honesty in one’s intellectual efforts.  The DePaul Student Handbook details the facets and ramifications of academic integrity violations, but you should be especially aware of the policies on cheating and plagiarism.  Cheating is any action that violates University norms or an instructor’s guidelines for the preparation and submission of assignments.  Such actions may include using or providing unauthorized assistance or materials on course assignments, or possessing unauthorized materials during an examination.  Plagiarism involves the representation of another’s work as your own, for example: (a) submitting as one’s own any material that is copied from published or unpublished sources such as the Internet, print, computer files, audio disks, video programs or musical scores without proper acknowledgement that it is someone else’s; (b) paraphrasing another’s views, opinions or insights without proper acknowledgement or copying of any source in whole or in part with only minor changes in wording or syntax even with acknowledgement;  (c) submitting as one’s own work a report, examination, paper, computer file, lab report or other assignment which has been prepared by someone else.  If you are unsure about what constitutes unauthorized help on an exam or assignment, or what information requires citation and/or attribution, please ask your instructor.  Violations may result in the failure of the assignment, failure of the course, and/or additional disciplinary actions.

In this class in particular, be aware that plagiarism constitutes using another project from another class as a part or the whole of your final project. If you attempt to do this, you will fail the course.
_____________________________________________________________________

COURSE SCHEDULE









Readings/

Topics





Assignments

Week 1

Jan. 4-6
-Introduction to the course


Provided in class


-Discussion of course format and assignments



-Selection of course leadership groups



-Mission statement

_____________________________________________________________________

Week 2

Jan. 9, 11, 13
The meaning of a liberal arts education          
#1 (Agresto)









#2 (Edmundson)









#3 (Shorris)

#4 (Casement)









#5 (Brooks)









#6 (Goldstein)

______________________________________________________

Week 3

Jan. 16, 18, 20    Critical thinking/Discussion facilitation
#7 (“Tips for building”)









#8 (White)









#9 (Lauer)









#10 (Brooks)









#11 (Whitaker)

#12 (Browne & Freeman)








DUE: First reflection essay on 

readings from WEEK 2 

(NOT this week’s readings) 
_____________________________________________________________________

SPECIAL DATE

** Monday,  Jan. 23 ** – Proposals for senior projects due in my mailbox on the 5th floor of SAC or sent as an attachment per email by 5:00 p.m. to sthiel1@depaul.edu** (If you send an email attachment, you must receive a confirmation from me that I received it and was able to open your document.  Without this confirmation, you have not turned in your proposal.)
_____________________________________________________________________

Week 4

Jan. 23, 25, 27 Individual Project Conferences (with me)/Group Meetings
I will hold meetings individually with a third of the students during our regularly scheduled class period time in my office, SAC 576. You will sign up for an appointment time the previous week. All groups should be using this time to meet and work on preparation for the group-lead classes and finalizing reading packets. (Group One's Readings due on Jan. 23.)
____________________________________________________________________

Readings/

Topics





Assignments

Week 5
Jan. 30, Feb. 1



Group One Presentation of Readings    

Feb. 3


 

Hand-outs from me on topic TBA
DUE: Second reflection essay on Readings from Week 3
_____________________________________________________________________

Week 6
Feb. 6, 8, 10:

Individual Project Conferences (with me)/Group Meetings
I will hold meetings individually with students in my office at SAC 576. You will sign up for an appointment time that I expect you to keep. All groups should be using this time to meet and work on preparation for the group-lead classes and finalizing reading packets. (Group Two Readings Due on Feb. 6.)
.____________________________________________________________________

Week 7
Feb. 13, 15


Group Two Presentation           Readings TBA

No class on Feb. 17!

____________________________________________________________________

Week 8

Feb. 20, 22, 24: 
Individual Project Conferences (with me)/Group Meetings
I will hold meetings individually with students in my office at SAC 576. You will sign up for an appointment time that I expect you to keep. All groups should be using this time to meet and work on preparation for the group-lead classes and finalizing reading packets. (Group Three Readings Due on Feb. 20.)
_____________________________________________________________________

Week 9

Feb. 27, March 1:
Group 3 Presentations

March 3:
“So, what are you gonna do with a 


#13  (Freeland)

communication degree, anyway?”


#14  (Lankford)








#15  (Olisemeka)








#16  (Isaacson)







#17  (“What would I”)







#18  (“What to ask”)







#19  (“How to spot”)

_____________________________________________________________________

Week 10

March
6, 8, 10


Presentations of final projects 

_____________________________________________________________________

Finals Week

Wed. March 15
DUE: Senior capstone final projects by 5 p.m. in my mailbox, SAC 5th floor. Absolutely no late assignments accepted!
OTHER IMPORTANT MATTERS:

Religious Holidays: If you are unable to attend class because it falls on a religious holiday, please see me in advance.
Students Needing Accommodation: If you need special accommodation for a physical or learning disability, please let me know at the start of the quarter and I’ll be happy to do whatever I can.
Academic Misconduct: Plagiarism, the unacknowledged use of another's words, ideas, or work, and cheating, in any form, are not tolerated. Failure to acknowledge sources for outside material is an extremely serious offense.  Do not turn in a paper that you did not write yourself, and never turn in a paper for this class that you wrote for another class. Doing so will result in a failing grade for the class and possible suspension from the University. Keep in mind that the university subscribes to a service that detects papers that were purchased or found on the Internet. 

Classroom Conduct: Civility and tolerance for others is expected in this classroom. One of the goals of this course is to foster openness and respect for differing viewpoints.  Keep in mind that being respectful of others (and of their written and spoken opinions) does not imply that you agree with them or consent to anything that they might say that you find offensive. Please feel that this is a safe space in which you can express your viewpoint, even if it differs with the professor’s.  Nevertheless, each of us is obliged to work with thoughtfulness and openness and to hold ourselves responsible for our own and for each other’s words.  Any and all responsible and respectful positions are welcome.

Sexual Harassment Policy: The DePaul University sexual harassment policy will be strictly enforced. The details of this policy may be found at http://condor.depaul.edu/~harass/policy.htm. 

What I Expect from Students:  In addition to civility and following the rules of this university, I expect you to work to the best of your ability and ask questions (whether in class or outside of class)    when you don’t understand any concepts. If you are working in groups with other students, I expect you to extend them the same courtesy that you would want them to give you and to add to the group discussion or work in every way possible. I expect you to show up for class on time and stay the entire period without disruption, and a part of that is that you must turn off your cellphone or Blackberry before class begins. I also expect you to turn in all the assignments on time and done to the best of your ability. If you have a disagreement over a grade, you should type up your reasoning and bring it to my office hours where we can discuss it.

What Students Should Expect from Me:  I am a fair professor but my assignments and exams are considered to be tough. Getting an A requires a lot of work and turning in excellent work and is not an easy grade to earn. While I expect you to do excellent work, you should know that I am open to talking about your ideas and misgivings either in person or by email, in order for you to do the best work possible. I have no interest or stake in failing students, but I do have a stake in successful students who learn and understand the material in Culture & Media and who are able to use it in their every day lives. Expect me to be helpful and interested if you come to me with questions. Conversely, expect me to be disappointed (and probably annoyed) if you come to class without reading the material and doing the assignments or if you turn in work that does not reflect the best of your ability. 

About the Instructor:

Thiel is an assistant professor in the Department of Communication at DePaul University. She received a Ph.D. in Mass Communication from the University of Iowa and an M.A. in Communication, Culture, and Technology from Georgetown University. Previously, she worked as Music & Nightlife Editor for WashingtonPost.com, Affiliate Sales Manager at Cars.com, Television and Careers Correspondent for CNN.com, Community Content Manager for Edmunds.com, Content Manager for Recommender, Inc., Editor of the Journal of Communication Inquiry, and she has been a contributor to The Washington Post, Britannica, Chronicle of Higher Education and other publications and has published academic articles in Feminist Media Studies and The Journal of Electronic Publishing as well as a book titled Girl Wide Web. Girls, the Internet and the Negotiation of Identity. She also worked as a part-time announcer for WSUI-AM, the National Public Radio affiliate in Iowa City, IA. 

