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This New Media Studies graduate course investigates various topics in regarding New Media (or Digital Media), Democracy and the Public Sphere, keeping in mind the idea that the Internet itself was originally thought of as a space of complete freedom of speech and ideas where it was easy to debate public issues with citizens from around the globe. While this utopian notion might not necessarily be the case, democracy is being enacted (or perhaps limited in some cases) through digital technology in many forms. This course will explore topics such as the role the online world plays in an informed citizenry, the reported decline of the paper newspaper and interest in public issues, the contribution of online communities and the blogosphere to the public conversation, the role the government plays in governance of media and how it affects the online world, the influence of increasingly globalized technologies on the public sphere and many other peripheral topics. The course will include an indepth look at the relevant literature in the field at this time and also focus on the theories that underlie this literature, including readings from Jurgen Habermas’s ideas about the public sphere, Elisabeth Noelle-Neumann’s understanding of the spiral of silence, as well as relevant literature from Stuart Hall, James Carey, Marshall McLuhan and Jean Baudrillard. 
Required Books:

Benkler, Y. (2006). The Wealth of Networks: How Social Production Transforms Markets and Freedom. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press. 

Gillmor, D. (2004). We the Media: Grassroots Journalism by the People, for the People. O'Reilly.
Habermas, Jürgen (1964, translated in 1991). The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere: An Inquiry into a category of Bourgeois Society. Trans. Thomas Burger with Frederick Lawrence. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

A course packet of articles is also available to be purchased online from University Readers.
COURSE COMPONENTS AND GRADING:

Participation
Each week you will be graded on significant participation in class. To get full credit, you will need to attend the entire class period and provide thoughtful, informed, and relevant comments and questions that demonstrate a thorough understanding of the required readings. By noon on Tuesday, the day before each class, you will submit to me on e-mail three discussion questions or comments that span the readings for the day.


Analysis/Response Papers

You will be required to write an analysis based on the topics we discuss in class twice in the quarter based on the topic at hand. This will be a 5-page analysis of a current or historical media event related to one of the topics that we discussed. In doing so, you will apply the theories and themes from our readings and discussions to a relevant, current media event of your choice, which you may run by me in advance; in this analysis, you should demonstrate thorough application of our course material to the topic you've chosen. Please choose only one media event for your analysis. I do expect you to make an argument or take a position in your choice of application of concepts and theories, and I also expect you to write this critical response in the formal language of a research paper, including references and adherence to APA style within your paper.

Original Research Paper or Critical Review of Literature
1) You will each conduct original research on a topic you select regarding new media, gender and identity. For this project you must conduct a thorough review of relevant literature on your topic and construct and conduct your own first-hand research. You will produce a research proposal at mid-quarter. 
2) You will write a critical overview of all of the literature in a particular part of the field of New Media, Democracy and the Public Sphere. This will include approximately 15 pieces of literature and may include scholarly articles, chapters or books. We will discuss the format of the assignment and go over how to write a critical literature review.

You will each present your research to the class during the final class and exam period.


The value of each of the graded assignments is as follows:

Participation: 75 points 
Analysis Papers: 150 points (75 per paper) 

Research Proposal: 25 points

Original Research Paper: 250 points

Total: 500 points

Grade distribution:

400 to 500: A range

300 to 399: B range

200 to 299: C range

100 to 199: D range

Below 100: F

******

ATTENDANCE

Attendance for this class is required and obviously, it is difficult to earn participation credit if you are not in class. Although there will be no penalty for missing classes, please let me know if you will not make it, and be sure to get the notes from other students. 

LATENESS

It is my policy to not accept late work. Only extenuating circumstances make postponement necessary. If you have a problem, talk to me before the assignment due date to see what arrangements can be made. To be fair to classmates who hand things in on time, even when I make an exception, if you hand work in late, you will lose 10 percent of the assignment value unless the delay is due to a medical crisis or death in the family for which you have documentation. If you simply fail to submit the assignment on time, you will receive a zero (0) for that grade.

******

Schedule and more details to come! Email me at sstern2@depaul.edu if you have specific questions about the course. Thank you.
